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CLASS 5

Winners of the Nobel Prize 2019Winners of the Nobel Prize 2019
Physiology or Medicine
William G. Kaelin Jr, Sir Peter J. Ratcliff e 
and Gregg L. Semenza for their 
discoveries of how cells sense and 
adapt to oxygen availability

Physics
 • James Peebles for theoretical 

discoveries in physical cosmology
 • Michel Mayor and Didier Queloz 

for the discovery of an exoplanet 
orbiting a solar-type star

Chemistry
John B. Goodenough, M. Stanley 
Whittingham and Akira Yoshino for the 
development of lithium-ion batteries

Literature
•  2018* – Olga Tokarczuk for a 

narrative imagination that with 
encyclopedic passion represents the 
crossing of boundaries as a form of 
life

•  2019 – Peter Handke for an infl uential 
work that with linguistic ingenuity 
has explored the periphery and the 
specifi city of human experience

Peace
Abiy Ahmed Ali for his eff orts to 
achieve peace and international 
cooperation, and in particular for his 
decisive initiative to resolve the border 
confl ict with neighbouring Eritrea

Economic Sciences
Abhijit Banerjee, Esther Dufl o and 
Michael Kremer for their experimental 
approach to alleviating global poverty

*The Nobel Prize in Literature for the year 2018 was 
awarded in 2019.



LANGUAGE NOVEL

Assamese Chanakya by Joysree Goswami Mahanta

Manipuri
Ei Amadi Adungeigi Eethat by L. Birmangol Singh 
(Beryl Thanga)

Tamil Sool by Cho. Dharman

Telugu Septabhoomi by Bandi Narayana Swamy

LANGUAGE SHORT STORIES

Kashmiri Akh Yaad Akh Qayamat by Abdul Ahad Hajini

Odia Bhaswati by Tarun Kanti Mishra

Punjabi Antheen by Kirpal Kazak

Rajasthani Bareek Baat by Ramswaroop Kisan

Santali Sisirjali by Kali Charan Hembram

Sindhi Jeejal by Ishwar Moorjani

Sahitya Akademi Awards 2019Sahitya Akademi Awards 2019
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LANGUAGE POETRY

Bodo Akhai Athumniphrai by Phukan Ch. Basumatary

Hindi Chheelate Hue Apne Ko by Nand Kishore Acharya

Konkani The Words by Nilba A. Khandekar

Maithili Jingik Oriaon Kariat by Kumar Manish Arvind

Malayalam Achan Piranna Veedu by V. Madhusoodanan Nair

Marathi Kadachit Ajoonahi by Anuradha Patil

Sanskrit Prajnachakshusham by Penna Madhusudan

LANGUAGE ESSAYS

Bengali Ghumer Darja Thele by Chinmoy Guha

Dogri Bandralta Darpan by Om Sharma Jandriari

Gujarati Mojma Revu Re by Ratilal Borisagar

LANGUAGE NON-FICTION

English An Era of Darkness by Shashi Tharoor

LANGUAGE AUTOBIOGRAPHY

Kannada Kudi Esaru by Vijaya

LANGUAGE BIOGRAPHY

Urdu Sawaneh-E-Sir Syed: Ek Bazadeed by Shafey Kidwai
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National Film Awards 2019National Film Awards 2019

Best Feature Film Hellaro (Gujarati) 

Best Popular Film Badhaai Ho (Hindi)

Best Children’s Film
Sarkari Hi. Pra. Shaale, Kasaragodu, Koduge: 
Ramanna Rai (Kannada)

Best Director Aditya Dhar for Uri: The Surgical Strike (Hindi)

Best Actor
Ayushman Khurrana for Andhadhun (Hindi) 
and Vicky Kaushal for Uri: The Surgical Strike 
(Hindi)

Best Actress Keerthy Suresh for Mahanati (Telugu)

Best Original Screenplay Rahul Ravindran for Chi La Sow (Telugu)

Best Adapted Screenplay
Sriram Raghavan, Arijit Biswas, Yogesh 
Chandekar, Hemanth Rao, and Pooja Ladha 
Surti for Andhadhun (Hindi)

Best Screenplay (Dialogues) Churni Ganguly for Tarikh (Bengali)

Best Music Direction (Songs) Sanjay Leela Bhansali for Padmaavat (Hindi)

Special Jury Award Kedara (Bengali), Hellaro (Gujarati)
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The World Press Freedom Prize 2019 was awarded to two 
Myanmar journalists Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo. They 
were arrested in 2017 for their investigation of the alleged 
massacre of the Rohingya people by the Myanmar’s military 
forces. The World Press Freedom Prize, also known as the 
UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize, is 
formally awarded every year by the Director-General of 
UNESCO on the occasion of World Press Freedom Day. 

2019 At a Glance2019 At a Glance

Noted environmental activist and lawyer Zuzana Čaputová 
was elected as the fi rst female president of Slovakia. She 
rose to popularity for her fourteen-year-long legal fi ght to 
shut down a toxic-waste dump in her home town. She is 
also the youngest president in the history of Slovakia.

Ursula von der Leyen took charge as the president of the 
European Commission, becoming the fi rst woman to hold 
the position.

The Liberal Party won the Canadian federal elections with 
a minority. Justin Trudeau remains the prime minister of 
Canada.

Volodymyr Zelensky, a comedian who played president on 
a TV show, won a landslide victory in Ukraine’s presidential 
election.
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Indian-origin Anita Bhatia was appointed as the new 
Assistant Secretary-General for Resource Management, 
Sustainability and Partnerships, and Deputy Executive 
Director of the UN Entity for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women (UN-Women).

Dr Gagandeep Kang, known as India’s ‘vaccine 
godmother’, became the fi rst Indian woman to be inducted 
as a Fellow of the 360-year-old Royal Society (FRS) in 
London. Dr Kang is best known for her signifi cant work in 
the development of an oral vaccine to prevent Rotavirus, 
which causes diarrhoea and can be fatal for children.

Former Indian cricketer G.S. Lakshmi became the fi rst 
woman match referee to oversee a men’s one-day 
international cricket match. She umpired the opening 
match of the third series of the World Cup League 2 
between the United Arab Emirates and the United States 
of America at the Sharjah Cricket Stadium in the United 
Arab Emirates.

Veteran Indian TV journalist Ravish Kumar received the 
2019 Ramon Magsaysay Award, regarded as the Asian 
Nobel Prize. The award committee recognized Kumar for 
‘harnessing journalism to give voice to the voiceless’. 
  The other awardees for 2019 were Kim Jong-ki (South 
Korea), Ko Swe Win (Myanmar), Angkhana Neelaphaijit 
(Thailand) and Raymundo Pujante Cayabyab (Philippines).
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Indian psychiatrist and researcher Vikram Patel won the 
prestigious John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global Health 
Award for his work on global mental health policy. The 
central theme of his work has been to make mental 
healthcare available to everyone everywhere. His research 
shows the burden of mental disorders in low and middle-
income countries, and their eff ects on poverty, child 
growth and development. 

Flight Lieutenant Hina Jaiswal from Chandigarh became 
the fi rst woman Flight Engineer of the Indian Air Force 
(IAF). Until 2018, the Flight Engineer branch was exclusively 
the men’s domain. 

The Economist Intelligence Unit released its Democracy 
Index 2019. India dropped ten places in the Democracy 
Index’s global ranking to the 51st place. India’s overall 
score fell from 7.23 in 2018 to 6.90 in 2019. The top scoring 
countries were Norway, Iceland and Sweden.

Niti Aayog released the School Education Quality Index report related to the 
performance of states and UTs in the education sector. In this index, the quality of 
school education of 20 states are ranked by number. In the large states category, 
Kerala secured the fi rst place, Rajasthan second and Karnataka the third place.
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India ranked 112th on the World Economic Forum’s Global 
Gender Gap Report 2019. The report listed 153 nations and 
used four key indicators of health, economy, education and 
politics to analyse and rank the state of gender equality in 
each country. India is ranked among the bottom-fi ve for 
women’s health and survival, and economic participation. 
The top ten countries are Iceland, Norway, Finland, Sweden, Nicaragua, New 
Zealand, Ireland, Spain, Rwanda and Germany. The bottom-three countries are 
Pakistan, Iraq and Yemen. India secured the 108th rank in 2018.

The Indian Space Research Organisation’s (ISRO) Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(PSLV-C48) took off  with nine commercial satellites, including RISAT-2BR1 and one 
built by the students from Sha’ar HaNegev High School and few other schools in 
collaboration with Herzliya Space Center (HSC) in Israel. The satellite Duchifat 3 is a 
small remote-sensing satellite weighing 2.3 kg and was built by Alon Abramovich, 
Aviv Levi and Meitav Assulin, with guidance from their teachers.

Chandrayaan 2, India’s second moon exploration 
mission, was successfully launched on 22 July 
2019 from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre SHAR, 
Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh. The mission was 
launched on a Geosynchronous Satellite Launch 
Vehicle Mark III. It consisted of an orbiter, the 
Vikram lander and the Pragyan rover. The total lift-
off  mass was about 3,850 kg. The Chandrayaan 2
orbiter entered moon’s orbit on 20 August. The 

Vikram lander detached from the orbiter to land on the moon as scheduled. But 
connection with Vikram was lost just as it was supposed to touch the moon’s 
surface. It was later confi rmed that it had crash-landed on the moon.

India conducted Mission Shakti, an anti-satellite missile 
test, from Dr Abdul Kalam Island launch complex. India 
registered its name as an elite space power by successfully 
targeting a live satellite through an anti-satellite weapon. 
With this India became the fourth nation after the US, 
Russia and China to acquire this space capability.
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China’s lunar mission Chang’e-4 became the fi rst spacecraft 
in the world to reach the far side of the moon – the side 
that faces away from the earth. The lunar probe landed 
successfully in the unexplored South Pole-Aitken basin, the 
largest and deepest impact crater on the Moon. After a 
soft landing, the Yutu-2 rover was released on the surface 
of the moon.

The Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency’s (JAXA) 
Hayabusa2 became the fi rst spacecraft to successfully 
collect underground samples from an asteroid. The 
Hayabusa2 spacecraft landed inside a crater it had created 
on the Ryugu asteroid months earlier. According to 
scientists, the samples collected contain valuable data 
unaff ected by space radiation and other environmental 
factors.

Scientists captured the image of black hole for the fi rst 
time. They accomplished this feat using the Event Horizon 
Telescope (EHT) – a group of eight radio telescopes placed 
worldwide, working like a single earth-sized telescope. The 
EHT scanned the heart of the distant galaxy Messier 87 
for 10 days to get a direct image of a supermassive black 
hole. The black hole’s boundary measures about 40 billion 
kilometres across.

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA), United States 
approved the fi rst preventative vaccine for dengue fever. 
Dengvaxia is a weakened form of the dengue virus to be 
given in three doses with an interval of six months. It is 
prescribed for people 9 to 45 years of age who have been 
previously infected with dengue fever and live in endemic 
areas.



CONTINENT HIGHEST POINT (IN METRES AND FEET)

Asia Mt Everest, China/Nepal, 8,848 m (29,029 ft)

South America Mt Aconcagua, Argentina, 6,962 m (22,841 ft)

North America Mt McKinley, USA, 6,194 m (20,320 ft)

Africa Mt Kilimanjaro, Tanzania, 5,895 m (19,341 ft)

Europe Mt Elbrus, Russia, 5,642 m (18,510 ft)

Antarctica
Mt Vinson Massif, Ellsworth Mts, 4,892 m 
(16,050 ft)

Australia Mt Kosciuszko, 2,228 m (7,310 ft)

The Highest Point on Each ContinentThe Highest Point on Each Continent

The Lowest Point on Each ContinentThe Lowest Point on Each Continent

CONTINENT
LOWEST POINT

(IN METRES AND FEET BELOW SEA LEVEL)

Asia Dead Sea, Middle East, 427 m (1,401 ft)

Africa Lake Assal, Djibouti, 155 m (509 ft)

South America Laguna del Carbón, Argentina, 105 m (344 ft)

North America Badwater Basin, California, 86 m (282 ft) 

Antarctica Vestfold Hills, Deep Lake, 50 m* (164 ft)

Europe Caspian Sea, Russia, 28 m (92 ft)

Oceania (including 
Australia)

Lake Eyre, Australia, 15 m (49 ft)
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*The shore of Deep Lake, Vestfold Hills is the lowest accessible point on Antarctica. The lowest 
point on Antarctica is within the Bentley Subglacial Trench, which is around 2,555 m below sea 
level.



A megacity is a very large city with a population of more than 10 million (one 
crore).

RANK CITY POPULATION (THOUSANDS)

1 Tokyo, Japan 37,468

2 Delhi, India 28,514

3 Shanghai, China 25,582

4 São Paulo, Brazil 21,650

5 Mexico City, Mexico 21,581

6 Cairo, Egypt 20,076

7 Mumbai, India 19,980

8 Beijing, China 19,618

9 Dhaka, Bangladesh 19,578

10 Osaka, Japan 19,281

Largest Megacities in the WorldLargest Megacities in the World

Human Development Index (HDI)Human Development Index (HDI)
The Human Development Index (HDI) measures a country’s overall achievement 
socially and economically. The factors that determine a country’s HDI are the 
health of people, their level of education and overall standard of living.

COUNTRY HDI

Norway 0.954

Switzerland 0.946

Ireland 0.942

Germany 0.939

Hong Kong (China) 0.939

COUNTRY HDI

Australia 0.938

Iceland 0.938

Sweden 0.937

Singapore 0.935

Netherlands 0.933
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RANK LANGUAGE POPULATION OF SPEAKERS (MILLIONS)

 1 Chinese (Mandarin) 917

 2 Spanish 460

 3 English 379

 4 Hindi 341

 5 Arabic 319

 6 Bengali 228

 7 Portuguese 221

 8 Russian 154

 9 Japanese 128

10 Lahnda/Punjabi 119

11 Marathi 83.1

12 Telugu 82

13 Malay 80.3

14 Turkish 79.4

15 Korean 77.3

16 French 77.2

17 German 76.1

18 Vietnamese 76

19 Tamil 75

20 Urdu 68.6

20 Most Spoken Languages 20 Most Spoken Languages 
of the World (Native)of the World (Native)
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Major Mineral Producers of the WorldMajor Mineral Producers of the World

MINERAL LARGEST PRODUCER

Aluminium China

Bauxite Australia

Bismuth China

Copper Chile

Gold China

Iron ore China

Lithium Australia

Manganese South Africa

Nickel Indonesia

Palladium Russia

Silver Mexico

Tin China

Titanium Australia

Uranium Kazakhstan

Zinc China

13



Literacy Rate in India (Census 2011)Literacy Rate in India (Census 2011)

RANK
STATE/UNION 

TERRITORY
LITERACY
RATE (%)

1 Kerala 93.91

2 Lakshadweep 92.28

3 Mizoram 91.58

4 Tripura 87.75

5 Goa 87.40

6 Daman and Diu 87.07

7 Puducherry 86.55

8 Chandigarh 86.43

9 NCT of Delhi 86.34

10 Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands

86.27

11 Himachal Pradesh 83.78

12 Maharashtra 82.91

13 Sikkim 82.20

14 Tamil Nadu 80.33

15 Nagaland 80.11

16 Manipur 79.85

17 Uttarakhand 79.63

18 Gujarat 79.31

RANK
STATE/UNION 

TERRITORY
LITERACY
RATE (%)

19 Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli

77.65

20 West Bengal 77.08

21 Punjab 76.68

22 Haryana 76.64

23 Karnataka 75.60

24 Meghalaya 75.48

25 Odisha 73.45

26 Assam 73.18

27 Chhattisgarh 71.04

28 Madhya Pradesh 70.63

29 Uttar Pradesh 69.72

30 Jammu and 
Kashmir

68.74

31 Jharkhand 67.63

32 Rajasthan 67.06

33 Andhra Pradesh 67.04

34 Arunachal 
Pradesh

66.95

35 Telangana 66.50

36 Bihar 63.82
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 1. Who among the following is not a Nobel Prize winner?

A B C

   Donald Trump Malala Yousafzai Barack Obama

 2. Identify whether the following animals are bovine, feline or canine.

A B C

 3. Which is the odd one out?

A B C

   crow penguin parrot

 4. Which of the following animals is not found in India?

A B C

   tiger chimpanzee elephant

 5. Which of the following vehicles is environment friendly?

A B C

QuizQuiz
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 6.  Which of the following is known as the Pink City?

A  Jaipur B  Lucknow C  Udaipur  

 7. The capital of Sikkim is

A  Gangtok. B  Aizawl. C  Itanagar. 

 8. Find the odd one out in each of the following groups.

A  Hyderabad, Vienna, Kolkata B  Facebook, Twitter, Google

C  golf, table tennis, polo D  sofa, bedroom, table

 9. Which planet of our solar system is also called the ‘red planet’?

A  Venus B  Mars C  Saturn 

 10.  Which of the following is not an organ?

A  skin B  eyes C  hair 

 11.  The ribcage protects our

A  brain. B  heart and lungs. C  kidneys.

 12.  The equator passes through which of the following countries?

A  India B  Brazil C  Germany 

 13. If you were walking eastwards and turned left, which direction did you 
turn to?

A  north B  south C  west 

 14. How many continents are there?

A  fi ve B  seven C  twelve

 15. How many colours does a rainbow have?

A  ten B  eight C  seven
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Answers:

1. A  2. A. bovine B. canine C. feline  3. B  4. B  5. A  6. A  7. A
8. A. Vienna B. Google C. table tennis D. bedroom  9. B  10. C  11. B  12. B  13. A
14. B  15. C
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